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English 110
When you receive your paper back from the instructor, this will help you understand the feedback on your writing. You may find it helpful to use these marks when reviewing a classmate’s paper, too! We will add to this list as necessary.

Part 1: Editing 

	Mark
	What does it mean?

	( straight underline
	Good work! This is a particularly effective part of the paper. (A straight vertical line will be used beside a long section.)

	wavy underline
	Give what’s underlined another look, and try to rephrase or reword.  Would another word capture your meaning more precisely? Could you express your idea in language or phrasing that would be easier to follow? 

	C
	Could you clarify this further? There is a word or concept that isn’t clearly defined within context, and your reader needs to understand what it means to follow your paper.

	D
	There is information here not your own, and it hasn’t been documented correctly. Check your in-text citations and bibliography!

	DEV
	Could you develop your thought? This is an opportunity to discuss and develop your idea in greater depth.

	E
	Please elaborate. Here’s an opportunity to provide detail, example, or illustration so your reader understands your topic as you do.

	I
	The reader isn’t getting information when it’s needed for understanding; the information is either misplaced or missing entirely.

	L
	Please refine the language. The word used may have a different meaning than you intend, or your phrasing may suggest cliché.

	MM
	A modifier or modifying phrase is misplaced, misused, or misappropriated, causing problems of sentence grammar or logic.

	PI
	As written, this seems to be an assumption or (factually) incorrect; can you prove it? Or, this needs the proof of a source citation.

	Q
	A quotation is either formatted incorrectly or isn’t integrated into your text. Remember to introduce and explain every quotation you use, and work that quotation into the grammar and logic of your text.

	R
	The writing is redundant, or the information is irrelevant at this point. The segment could be: unrelated to the topic, or not discussed and shown to be related to the topic; repeating what’s already been said without adding anything to the reader’s understanding of the topic; or an empty, general statement (filler).

	T
	Please work on the transition. Try to connect ideas, sentences, or paragraphs so that your logic is easier for your reader to follow.


Part 2: Proofreading

The first incidence of each type of error will be marked with the appropriate symbol, listed below. We will add to this list as necessary. Apparent typos, spelling, punctuation, possessive / plural, and capitalization errors will be marked only with “-” per below. 

	Mark
	What does it alert me to fix?
	Some examples
	Possible Corrections

	A
	Article missing or incorrect
	She put book down.
	She put the book down. 

	FR
	Sentence fragment
	She finished her book. Just after the deadline. 
	She finished her book just after the deadline.

	LG
	List grammar and sentence parallels
	He likes eating, sleeping, and to read.
	He likes eating, sleeping, and reading.

	PA
	Pronoun (or article or object) antecedent agreement
	The committee gave their decision.

When someone is tired, they may be sloppy.
	The committee gave its decision.

Someone who is tired may be sloppy. 

	POV
	Point of view
	It should be avoided that one changes their point of view in your paper.
	Avoid changing your point of view in your paper.

	PR
	Pronoun (or article) reference
	She put the book on the desk and it fell.
	She put the book on the desk and the book fell.

	RO
	Run-on sentence
	WW is rural and urban there are farms. . .
	WW is rural and urban. There are farms . . .

	SV
	Subject and verb agreement or clarity
	She wait for me.
	She waits for me.

	VT
	Incorrect verb tense
	He is here since June. 
	He has been here since June.

	U
	Usage error
	The word or word root makes sense, but the context, phrasing, or word form isn’t working grammarfully. 

	SE
	Sentence expectation
	Although the sentence has begun with one structure and set of expectations, then the sentence doesn’t follow through.

	SS
	Sentence sense (grammar)
	Error for agreement in addition to grammars and mechanics and languages even logistics can be creating so many nonsenses which just the writers whose written a essay knows the sense.

	-
	Somewhere in the Line is one or more minr mechanical error’s. . . Can you find them and self-edit?


For examples and advice, please see your instructor, review your grammar handbook (Hacker) or its accompanying website, or visit Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab (OWL) at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
