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ABOUT THE STUDY:
Can infants add and subtract?  What is the role of experience in their ability to discriminate between events?  Can the amount of time the infant has been looking at a display be used to explain his/her preferences? These are the main questions being asked by an ongoing research program under the direction of Melissa Clearfield, Ph.D. in the Psychology Department at Whitman College and Shannon Westfahl, senior at Whitman College.  We believe that if we explore how infants learn to count and understand number, then later we may be able to help teach older children about math concepts in more effective ways.  This study should take about 30 minutes and will be conducted in Maxey Hall.  After your child is relaxed and willing to play a little, your infant will sit on your lap and watch a brief puppet show.  You will be with your infant at all times.  Your child’s looking behavior will be filmed by our video system while he or she is watching the puppet show.

DATA:  The videotapes will be kept in a locked cabinet and used to determine how long your child looked at different parts of the puppet show. We do not use the tapes for anything but research purposes, and the tapes do not leave the laboratory. If we want to show it outside the research environment, we will not do so without your permission.  The data we derive from the video is kept in a locked cabinet.  Subjects will be identified by code in the records and no reference will be made to individuals in oral or written reports that could link individuals to the study.  If you choose to withdraw your child from the study, your child’s data will be kept temporarily in a locked cabinet until it can be erased.

RISK:  We take the utmost precautions to ensure the safety of your child.  Our people are carefully and fully trained; they are especially sensitive to the needs of children in a research environment; the procedures and equipment are checked prior to every session; and we do not use harmful or dangerous devices or procedures in our studies.  Children usually enjoy our experiments and if they should become fussy or bored, or for some reason do not respond well, then we simply end the session.


We always give participating families a small gift for helping us and you will receive this gift even if we cannot finish the experiment for some reason.  You are of course free to stop us at any time if you have reservations about what we are doing or do not wish to continue.  We encourage parents to ask questions freely. If you feel you have not been treated according to the descriptions in this form or that your child’s rights as a participant in research have been violated during the course of this project, you may contact Professor David Carey at the Studies Involving Human Subjects Committee, Whitman College, Walla Walla, WA 99362, 527-5594.

PARENT OR GUARDIAN CONSENT:


I, _______________________, the parent or legal guardian of ___________________________,

voluntarily give permission for ___________________________ to participate in the study outlined above.  I have read and understand all of the above, and have had all my questions regarding the experiment and the procedures fully and satisfactorily answered.  I understand that I can stop the experiment at any time without penalty if I should have any reservations once started.  I have received a copy of this document for my records.

___________________________________________________________________________________
             

 (signature of parent or guardian )                  


(date) 






