English 110

Spring 2010


3rd Shorter Essay: Research Sequence, part 1
3rd Shorter Essay (Literature Review) due Thursday, 25 February by 12:30 pm, to Jenna Terry’s Olin Box 
4th Shorter Essay (Outsourcing) due Thursday, 4 March by 12:30 pm, to Jenna Terry’s Olin Box 

Part 1: The Literature Review

Because academics often write to suggest new ideas, methods, queries, and perspectives, they must have a sense of history: the history of their idea, or ones similar to it. In formal studies, this task becomes overt, in the form of a literature review. The literature review compiles the research most pertinent to the field and to the idea, focusing on what each source has to say about the topic at hand. In writing a literature review, an author is able to understand the context in which he is writing, acknowledge conventions of his field, and distinguish where his work enters an ongoing dialogue of scholars. The literature review, in some respects, carves a need for the next step in the research – what the writer will contribute. 
Your 3rd Shorter Essay is a (very limited) literature review. You’ll develop an idea particular to your way of thinking, and use two sources to help you distinguish that idea. Choose any two of the articles from the 3rd set of worksheets (listed below). Your work that week should have helped you uncover both main ideas and subtopics raised – draw on that to develop your own idea, one not central to your source’s. This essay also offers you the opportunity to pursue your own interest; perhaps you have a burning desire to comment on Hamlet as a treatise on 16th Century views about incest, or educational achievement of Division III basketball players versus Division I. Doing so will require additional work – you must find two secondary sources on your own, and get my approval – but the outcome should be rewarding as well. Keep your focus tight, put your sources in dialogue with each other, and pave the way for your audience to see just how important your approach to the topic is.
· Requirements: An illuminating and highly specific idea that is informed by two sources but distinguishes itself from them. A challenge: focus on using paraphrase; you may not quote more than three single words from each secondary source.
· Cautions: Don’t be obvious. Don’t be general. Don’t stray too far from specific discussion of the texts, or forget to distinguish your idea from your sources. Don’t forget to cite the source(s) used, and note which documentation style you’re using (generally MLA, APA, or Chicago).
· Permissions: You need not address every way in which your idea is similar to or different from your sources. You may depart from the articles offered and find your own sources for this essay, and that should be even more incentive to draw on this work for the next essay.

· Suggestions: For an example of a scholarly literature review, you might review the opening pages of the Ridgeway article or Armstrong’s and Crage’s “Movements and Memory” (American Sociological Review, offered but not taken as an option for the Longest Essay). Remember that the Literature Review should be a starting point for your 4th Shorter Essay, too: a research project in miniature which in its easiest and most fruitful incarnation will begin where this essay ends. You might look at this essay as the first of two steps in a research project.

► Reflection: How did this essay differ from and echo other two-source essays you’ve written or expect to write at Whitman? How did you approach the assignment differently? What challenges did the process contain? Did you try anything unusual in your essay that you’d like to explain? Please address something about the five standards. Any parting thoughts? 

Something extra (+1/3 of 1 grade)

· Take down one of your sources. Write at least one substantive new paragraph in which you show how one of your sources fails to add anything interesting on the topic. You may do this by attacking anything about the way the article’s written – its support, language, credibility, etc. This must be turned in with your essay to earn credit!

Tentative Class & Homework Schedule (bring your Hacker handbook to class at the Library)
* Due Saturday, 20 February, by noon IF you are finding your own articles

* email to terryj@whitman.edu active links or adequate bibliographic information for finding the full text of the two articles you would like to use for your essay.

Due Monday, 22 February * Class meets in the CTL (319 Library) 

Choose a topic and two sources to discuss for your 3rd Shorter Essay. Bring to class the exact quotations from your sources (printed) most critical to your topic, as well as a statement of your working idea and notes about what your sources have to say about your idea. Your Set 3 paragraph work should provide you with a good starting place. 

* On your way upstairs to the CTL, please pick up a dictionary (and possibly a thesaurus) from the reference area (not the huge unabridged dictionaries sitting open by the desk, but those from the stacks).

Due Tuesday, 23 February * Class meets in the CTL (319 Library)
Try to complete a substantial draft of your essay’s meat – explanation of your idea and detailed discussions of what both of your sources have to say about your topic. Finish any portion of Monday’s in-class work you weren’t able to complete. Bring all of your work (typed and printed) to class.

Due Thursday, 24 February * Back in the classroom 
Bring to class a full and near-polished draft of your essay; if you aren’t yet finished polishing, focus your polishing time on everything EXCEPT your conclusion (we’ll work on it during class).  
The 3rd Shorter Essay (Literature Review) is due today at 12:30 pm to my Olin Box; please turn in all process work (drafts, notes, exercises, starters, outlines, false starts, reflection – including pertinent work from the 3rd Paragraph & Worksheet) with your final essay.
Coming up. . .

A literature review should suggest both need and direction for performing the research it suggests, and that research is the focus for your 4th Shorter Essay. Thus you’re strongly encouraged to use the idea and work generated from your 3rd Shorter Essay toward your 4th. You’ll need to find one additional source on your own. Your 5th Shorter Essay, a partnered project, begins with an investigation into discipline-specific writing. You might start thinking about a field of study that interests you. More on this next week. Also, article colloquia will begin the week of 4 March, with the State of the Union address and rebuttal (exact dates coming once everyone’s signed up – but with at least one full week’s notice).
Articles for the 3rd & 4th Shorter Essays  

David J Harding “Violence, Older Peers, and the Socialization of Adolescent Boys in Disadvantaged Neighborhoods”, American Sociological Review, June 2009. * please check that you are NOT using the online supplement to the original article – the full article will be emailed to the class soon.
Cecilia L. Ridgeway et al., “Legitimacy, Compliance, and Gender in Peer Groups”, Social Psychology Quarterly, December 1995

Claude M. Steele et al., “The Detrimental Effects of a Suggestion of Sexism In an Instruction Situation”, Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, September 2006

Margaret Talbot, “Girls Just Want to Be Mean”, New York Times Magazine, 24 February 2002

Peg Tyre, “The Trouble With Boys” Newsweek, 20 January 2006

Elizabeth Weil, “When Should a Kid Start Kindergarten?” New York Times Magazine 3 June 2007
Elizabeth Weil, “Teaching to the Testosterone”, New York Times Magazine, 2 March 2008
Remaining Conferences: 19-24 February
Conferences meet for approximately 20 minutes, in my office (316 Library). Please bring any work, current or past, that you'd like to review. We can also discuss anything related to your writing or the class that you'd like -- it's your time.
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