English 110





            
          Spring 2010


8th Shorter Essay: The Revision
Due Thursday, 29 April, in class
Your final Shorter Essay of the term is a revision of any other Shorter Essay you’ve written this term. As we’ve discussed in class, revision isn’t just fixing errors and changing a sentence or two. Revision should entail a whole-scale reconsideration of work you’ve done, and result in extensive modification. Take apart the term “revision” and you’ll get to “something seen again”, or thereabouts. Because we’re talking about writing, we’ll adjust that to “something written again”. This means you’ve got to rewrite one of your past essays. 

There are just a few requirements for this assignment, most of which pertain to getting credit for the essay as a revision (worth up to 10% of your course grade, including replacement of an original grade) instead of just another shorter essay (worth 5%). First, you’ve got to hand in your original graded essay (the copy with my written comments) and all the process work you did for it. Second, you can’t wholly change your topic or approach – that would be writing a new essay, not a revision. Actually, you may wholly change your topic or approach, but acknowledge in your reflection that you understand this means you can’t take the replacement grade option. Which lead to the third requirement: the reflection. It is essential that you write a thoughtful one. The final requirement is that – in addition to the information here about revision – you follow the instructions for whichever assignment you choose to revise. All assignment sheets are on the course website.
So, which essay should you choose to revise? The carrot of a replacement grade may entice you to select the essay that earned the lowest grade, and that’s fine. Unless you have two essays with similar lowest grades; or don’t know what the heck to do with the essay that earned the lowest grade; or flat-out hate the essay that earned the lowest grade and have already crumpled it, shredded it, stomped on it, dragged it through the mud, and set fire to it for good measure – that’s fine, too. My advice? Choose the essay you think you can best revise by the 29 April deadline.
► Reflection: Because this is your final shorter essay, and one that asks you to revisit something you wrote earlier this term, it’s a good time for holistic and specific reflection. What has changed in your writing (or your awareness of your writing) over the course of the term? Where have you focused your efforts thus far, and how will you use the final weeks to make them count? Imagine for a moment that English 110 is a year-long course with a self-directed second term – what would your experience look like in the second term? Where would you focus your efforts? Consider the immediate work, too. What did you learn about “good writing” through this exercise (the revision essay) specifically? How did you decide which of your essays to revise? What from the original, specifically, did you change (or keep) and why? How is this essay truly a “revision” and not simply a new essay? Please address one of the Five Standards, and thoroughly. Did you try anything unusual in your revision? Any parting thoughts?

* There is nothing extra this time, even if there was on the original assignment.

You may revise an essay even if you’ve lost the copy with my comments (or one you originally turned in as ungraded), but this assignment will then count as just another shorter essay (worth 5% of your course grade). Your original grade will not be changed, even if the grade on the revision is higher. Similarly, if your revision is wholly incomparable to your original essay (if it’s on a different topic or uses an entirely different approach, or in some other way appears to be a “new” essay instead of a revision), this essay will count simply as a regular shorter essay.

Scheduling Reminders 
Due Thursday, 22 April  
Bring to class an abbreviated* and unmarked printed copy of a troubled shorter essay. *Print out only the strong consecutive portions of your essay, whether they fall at the beginning or end of your essay or somewhere in the middle. PLEASE ASK QUESTIONS in advance if you aren’t sure what to bring – you will not be able to participate in class if you don’t follow the above instruction exactly. Note: this need not be the essay you intend to revise for a new grade, but wouldn’t it be useful to start working on it?

The Longer Essay (Expansion) is due at the start of class; please turn in all process work (original essay packet with feedback plus additional exercises, drafts, and reflection) with your final essay.

Due Sunday, 25 April, by noon
*    Email to your instructor (terryj@whitman.edu) by noon two admirable paragraphs. One must be a published paragraph that you consider good writing, of any kind (include correct documentation), and the other may be anything written by you or a classmate. Include brief explanations about why they’re admirable – as before, you will be asked for further explanation during the week. 
Due Monday, 26 April
Details TBA: There will be homework due in class related to the paragraphs mentioned above. 

Continue working on your Revision.

Due Tuesday, 27 April
Bring to class a full draft of your 7th Shorter Essay (Revision) 

* No appointments available after 12:30 today

Wednesday, 28 April

* Appointments available 9:30-11:30 today

Due Thursday, 29 April
The 7th Shorter Essay (Revision) is due at the start of class; please turn in all process work (original graded packet, plus any new drafts, notes, outlines, false starts, reflection) with your final essay.
Bring to class a proposal for your Longest Essay (Exploration). Please include a statement about the topic you will explore (something about the writing), information about the two (minimum) sources you intend to use, and specific expectations of each source (what you’ll say about the writing and how it will fit into your essay’s larger argument). Remember that one source must be your assigned class article, and you may choose the other source(s).

Coming up . . .  

A new schedule – and advice about the Longest Essay – will be available on Tuesday, 27 April. As warning: you will have a full if super rough draft of your Longest Essay (Exploration) due on Thursday, 6 May, and read-aloud drafts due Monday and Tuesday, 10-11 May. Provided at least three students commit to attending, there will be a help session at the Library on Saturday, 15 May, at 9:30 am (our scheduled exam slot) open to all, with additional appointments between the final class and help session. Final essays – and all work for the term – will be due Monday, 17 May at 11 am, to JT Olin Box. 






