English 110





2nd Shorter Essay: (Option Two) Talk of the Town
due Friday, 17 September at 12:30 pm, to JT Olin box
“Talk of the Town” pieces have appeared in The New Yorker since its first issue. They are succinct yet insightful glimpses into a particular world – usually a world within New York City. In her description of these short pieces, Lillian Ross quoted longtime editors Harold Ross and William Shawn: 

It will assume a reasonable degree of enlightenment on the part of its readers. . . . It will hate bunk. . . . It will print facts that will have to go behind the scenes to get. . . . It hopes to be so entertaining and informative as to be a necessity for the person who knows his way about or wants to. . . . [It requires] discipline, technical agility, swift movement, the power to make every word and every touch count, a feeling for facts, a warm response to people, and a sensitiveness to the particulars of place, situation, and event. (Ross, xvii)

“Talk Stories” often centered on an event, be it one formal and public (such as a political convention or art opening) or one casual and personal (a visit to a tailor, or a subway conversation overheard), that said something meaningful about living in a particular place. As those subjects suggest, some talk stories were of obvious importance, and others illuminated the quotidian. Regardless of their occasion, Talk of the Town pieces contained “mesmerizing facts of durable interest” (Ross, xix) and got quickly to the “heart” of their stories with a succinct yet detailed portrait, and in doing so made themselves important to the reader.
For your 2nd Shorter Essay, you may choose to write a “Talk Story” from Whitman and / or Walla Walla. The topic is up to you. However, follow the advice from the venerated editors above by keeping your topic simple, immediate, fact-based, durable, and interesting. 
· Requirements: A meaningful idea based on a single “event” and thoroughly-described details from that event. While you will likely find many details at your disposal, challenge yourself by expanding and elaborating on one as a primary support for your controlling idea. Regardless of the point-of-view you choose, your personality should reveal itself in the writing.
· Cautions: Don’t be obvious. A meaningful idea is not “Walla Walla is a nice place to live” or “Whitman has lots of stuff going on” or “Students don’t like homework.” Don’t forget to cite outside sources if you use them. Don’t forget that you’re making an argument through the details you choose. 

· Permissions: Do not concern yourself with giving a “whole” picture of Whitman, Walla Walla, or the event you cover; rather, provide a revealing snapshot and enough detail to show that your impression is valid, informative, and “of durable interest . . . to the person who knows his way about or wants to.”

► Reflection: Choosing amongst a wealth of evidence for the most apt is an exercise in discipline and restraint – it may seem counter-intuitive to leave out perfectly good details or examples in favor of sticking through a long description of just one. How did you choose amongst your evidence and examples? What difficulties and rewards did you experience in deepening your investigation of one example? Did you try anything unusual in your essay that you’d like to explain? Please address one of the five standards. Any parting thoughts? 

Something extra (+1/3 of 1 grade)

· Here’s an opportunity to expand upon what you couldn’t in your essay. Write at least one more substantive paragraph (5-8 sentences) of your “Talk Story”, focusing on examples or details that were treated lightly in your essay or dropped altogether. Then write another substantive paragraph discussing what would have been gained and / or lost by adding the additional piece. This must be turned in with your essay to earn credit!

For this essay, you will read selections from:

The New Yorker 
Ross, Lillian, Ed. The Fun of It: New York: Random House, 2001.
Thoreau, Henry David. Walking. 1862. Bedford, MA: Applewood Books, 1992.

Excerpts from Thoreau’s “Walking”
“But the walking of which I speak has nothing in it akin to taking exercise, as it is called, as the sick take medicine at stated hours — as the swinging of dumb-bells or chairs; but is itself the enterprise and adventure of the day. . . . Moreover, you must walk like a camel which is said to be the only beast which ruminates when walking.” (Thoreau, 11)

“In Literature it is only the wild that attracts us. . . . English literature. . . . [holds] plenty of genial love of Nature, but not so much of Nature herself. Her chronicles inform us when her wild animals, but not when the wild man in her, became extinct.” (Thoreau, 38-9)

“In short, all good things are wild and free. There is something in a strain of music, whether produced by an instrument or by the human voice, -- take the sound of a bugle in a summer night, for instance, – which by its wildness, to speak without satire, reminds me of the cries emitted by wild beasts in their native forests.” (Thoreau, 42)

“The Walker in the familiar fields which stretch around my native town sometimes finds himself in another land than is described in their owners’ deeds, as it were in some far-away field on the confines of the actual Concord, where her jurisdiction ceases, and the idea which the word Concord suggests ceases to be suggested.” (Thoreau, 53)
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