English 110






            Fall 2010

Longest Essay & Colloquia: Exploration
Colloquia begin around October Break; Essays due Friday, 17 December
For much of this term, you will be working on a project to evaluate some element of the composition (writing, argumentation, structure, language, tone, etc.) of one assigned text, and investigate the application and consequence of that element in the initial text and beyond. The project includes a twenty-minute colloquia during which you (and in some cases, a partner) lead discussion of one text below, and a long essay (6-8 pages) incorporating that text and other sources. All of the texts below are available through Penrose Library’s various databases. Please skim the texts soon, and decide which you want to get REALLY familiar with over the remainder of the term. (If you would like to nominate a text to replace one on the current list, please get a copy to me in class on Tuesday, September 14, for approval or decline. First look at the current options so you have a sense of scale.) The sign-up sheet will be available at the start of class on Thursday, 23 September. 
Tentative Order of Tentative Readings, Fall 2010
Students (in pairs or individually) lead discussion of (some of) the following:

Samuels, “Dr. Kush” (New Yorker, 28 July 2008)

Talbot, “Brain Gain” (New Yorker, 27 April 2009)

Tough, “What It Takes To Make a Student” (New York Times Magazine, 26 November 2006)

Boo, “Expectations” (New Yorker, 15 January 2007)

Chapman, “God or Gorilla” (Harper’s, February 2006) 

Anderson, “The Taliban’s Opium War” (New Yorker, 9 July 2007)

Armstrong and Crage, “Movements and Memory” (American Sociological Review, October 2006) 

Fish, “Chickens” (Chronicle of Higher Education, 13 May 2005) AND “Academic Cross-Dressing” (Harper’s, December 2005) 
Pollan, “Unhappy Meals” (New York Times Magazine, 28 January 2007)

Gawande, “The Checklist” (New Yorker, 10 December 2007)

Choosing a Text
The entire class will read and annotate every text claimed (and perhaps portions of a few in addition), but in preparation for leading discussion, you will be responsible for becoming an “expert”, of a sort, on one of the above. You must be well-versed in the situation of the text, and you must also be an authoritative reader, ready with explanations, conclusive interpretations, and documented theories that will help your classmates understand the article, why we are reading it, and what we – as writers – can take from it. 

When you are reviewing the above texts, consider the subject, of course, but more importantly, the writing of the thing. While it’s wonderful if the subject is interesting to you, don’t forget that this is a writing class first. You will be writing (and talking) about writing. Your task is to address some element(s) of the text’s composition – not to weigh in on the subject – and then broaden your discussion of that writing “tool” into other arenas. Look at how the article uses language, sources, nuance, persona – develop your idea around that. It is not difficult to shift your thinking from content to the presentation of that content, but it can be difficult to remember to keep that focus. You will receive further written instructions and advice for this essay nearer the term’s end, as well as some sample paragraphs indicating the myriad possible directions for the essay. Take seriously the notion that the essay is intended to be an exploration. 
Solo or Partnered
There are ten texts offered, and there may be up to ten colloquia scheduled. This means some of you will, by necessity, be partnered. And if two students sign up for one article, those two students will be working together on the colloquia. You may not have a say in whether or not you’re working with a partner, or who that partner is. It’s a gamble. Leading class discussion with a partner takes some of the pressure off you, and for the entire term you will have one particularly thoughtful, committed colleague with whom you may discuss a text to which you bring differing but not mutually exclusive perspectives. You all probably know the worst case scenarios of working with a partner; I would add only that Whitman students tend to be generous of spirit and fairly responsible, especially within a community.

The Colloquium 
On the assigned day, you (and your partner, when applicable) will be largely in charge of class for about twenty minutes. For the first few minutes, help your classmates understand what they need to know about the text. Provide some context for reading it, some background information that provides a way in. Also, help the other students reflect upon the writing. Next, bring the rest of the students into a discussion of the piece. Ask specific questions. Posit your ideas. Solicit opinions. Make sure your classmates explain how they arrived at their theories. Stick to the text. Sometimes you’ll find your classmates are reticent. You may certainly turn questions back to the class, but you must also be ready to address your own questions, and explain what you think are the important points within the article – in terms of writing and argument – and why. 

If you go about it responsibly, not only will the colloquium experience help you to figure out much about the text on your own, but you’ll be able to use your classmates’ responses and reactions to test and develop your ideas about writing. The colloquium will help you focus, but it will also help you expand – something you’ll need to do to write an appropriately lengthy and thoughtful essay. 

The Essay

Having used your colloquia to focus on some aspect (or related aspects) of the writing, consider implications, and test ideas and theories, you will, in the essay, develop those ideas and theories in other arenas. Those “other arenas” may include most any written and published document – even your own work. Just ensure that the assigned text is your starting point. You might, for instance, investigate how several articles from a particular publication suggest a clear or rigid picture of that publication’s audience. Or how a particular style (or persona, or genre) has been established by several writers, and identify the conventions of that style. You might read further into a particular author’s bibliography, or find another author who writes quite differently in the same field. These are merely loose examples to give you a sense of the assignment’s loose limits; as you make your choice of articles, try to remain fully open to possibilities. There’s much you can do with this assignment.
Scheduling Reminders through 17 September, by due date 

By Monday, 13 September, at 8 pm

* Read the quotations from Thoreau’s “Walking” (see final page) – or read the entire relatively short essay if you wish (google it or check Penrose in person). Then go on a walk of at least thirty minutes (or sit still), by yourself, and take extremely detailed notes about something you witness that inspires you to thought, something you can have an idea about. You will need these notes in Tuesday’s class.

* Read “Talk of the Town” (TOTT) and “This I Believe” (TIB) sample essays and prompts (the two options for your Second Shorter Essay). Readings are available via ProQuest, e-reserves, or the web addresses below; prompts are handed out in class and available on the course webpage.

Talk of the Town readings:


Guy Martin, “Shootout” (New Yorker, 22 June 2009) – ProQuest


Lillian Ross, “Babes in Burberry” (New Yorker, 25 April 2002) – ProQuest


E.B. White, “Harriett” (New Yorker, 1928) – e-reserves

This I Believe Readings:

Pizza Dude: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4651531
Going to the Funeral: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4785079
Turbulence: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=17225613

* By 8 pm, email to terryj@whitman.edu a note stating which prompt you intend to use for your 2nd Shorter Essay (TOTT or TIB)

Due Tuesday, 14 September

* Read Hacker (1, 4-7), and Goldberg’s “Oral Timed Writings” and “Talk Is the Exercise Ground” (both on e-reserves)
* Student-nominated articles for the Longest Essay / Colloquia are due in class

Due Thursday, 16 September

* Read Lopate’s introduction to The Art of the Personal Essay (e-reserves) and review either TIB or TOTT readings, depending upon which prompt you’re using. Be prepared to explain which essay’s persona you found most interesting for your own essay and how.

* Bring to class a printed copy of a full if very rough draft of your essay; you will be reading aloud in class.
Due Friday, 17 September to JT Olin box by 12:30 pm

The 2nd Shorter Essay (This I Believe or Talk of the Town) is due today by 12:30 pm to JT Olin box. Please turn in all process work (drafts, notes, starters, outlines, false starts, reflection) with your final essay. 






