English 110





           Spring 2010

Writing Paragraphs: Week Two Independent Exercises

Due Thursday, 4 February, by 12:30 pm, to JT Olin box
The following are process work exercises you must complete independently toward the writing of your Week Two Polished Paragraphs. Please download this document and complete your independent exercises directly on the worksheet, saving a copy to your computer. The exercises are informal writing, designed to prepare you for the paragraphs. Each polished paragraph is formal writing, and should reflect your best work in critical thinking based on a prompt, presentation and development of idea, and writing quality. Your polished paragraphs should represent work you would include in the final draft of an essay. 

Sometime between now and Tuesday’s class:
Read the quotations from Thoreau’s “Walking” (see final page) – or read the entire relatively short essay if you wish (google it or check Penrose in person). Then go on a walk of at least thirty minutes (or sit still), by yourself, and take extremely detailed notes about something you witness that inspires you to thought, something you can have an idea about. You won’t need these notes in class until Tuesday, but you may prefer walking on the weekend – now you are prepared.

For Monday, 1 February
1. Read Zinnser’s “Unity”, Didion’s “Marrying Absurd”, and Colapinto’s “Bloodsuckers” (The New Yorker, 25 July 2005, via Proquest). Do you find anything interesting, unusual, or striking about the writing?
2. Focus on either Didion or Colapinto – whichever article you find more arresting. Make a list of 5-10 single words, described images, or phrases (some of each) from the article that you find particularly interesting, unusual, or striking. Type your list HERE:
3. This time, try freewriting in sets, each time addressing only one item from your list. Each set should be five minutes of freewriting followed by a minute of rest. Before beginning the next set, redirect yourself by returning to your list above and choosing a new focus (a word, image, or phrase). Complete four sets. 

4. Get ready for your four sets of six minutes each. Review the following questions for direction in case you have difficulty beginning or continuing to write:

· What’s interesting about the word, image, or phrase?

· What impression does the word, image, or phrase create? 

· What’s it doing in the article and for the article? 
· How does it affect the reader?

· What does the word, image, or phrase tell you about the article’s “unity” (according to Zinsser)?

5. Type your freewrites HERE:

One:

Two:

Three:

Four:

6. After you have completed your freewrite sets, underline a total of four interesting ideas or observations about the article from at least two of your freewrites, and bring your work to class. You may choose to write this week’s polished paragraph based on one (or more) of those ideas or observations, moving toward an idea about what’s organizing the article. 
For Tuesday, 2 February
1. Read Hacker (12-15, 17-21), LeGuin’s “Sentence Length and Complex Syntax”, and revisit Colapinto (especially, but also Didion) to refresh your sense of their sentence stylings. Choose one passage (of 2-8 good sentences) that represents something interesting the writer’s style. This will be the basis for your exercise. Type the passage verbatim HERE:
2. Get ready to write – either a twenty-minute timed freewrite or a shitty first draft (from last week). Consider the following questions for direction in case you have difficulty beginning or continuing to write. 

· What kinds of sentences are being used? Describe them.

· What do the sentence rhythms suggest? 

· How do different sentence patterns affect your reading? (be specific!)

· How do these examples affect your understanding of what a sentence is and does? 
3. Type your freewrite HERE:
4. After you have completed your freewrite, underline your three most interesting ideas or observations about the sentences, and bring your work to Tuesday’s class. Then rewrite each one below, imitating something about the writer’s style you discussed in your freewrite. You may write your polished paragraph based on one of those ideas or observations, using the writer’s style where it makes sense. 

For Thursday, 4 February
1. Read the “Talk of the Town” pieces (in your packet) and prompt (second of two options for your 2nd Shorter Essay). As you read, remember Zinsser’s concept of unity. 
2. Drawing from your walking notes and in-class exercise from Tuesday, write an organizing idea (not a topic, but perhaps a working thesis) for a “talk story” from Whitman and / or Walla Walla. Write it HERE:

3. Next, drawing from the in-class exercise (preferably) OR your notes, choose the one thing you witnessed that best illustrates your idea. Be precise, and write it HERE:

4. Prepare yourself for another freewrite. This time, you must write constantly for ten minutes (minimum). But you may only write about the thing you noted in Step 3, and you must make at least ten different observations about that thing. Think about detail, and precise language to capture that detail. Try to describe what you witnessed so vividly that your reader will have the same experience that you did. And – again – you must write constantly for at least ten minutes! Type your freewrite HERE:

5. After you have completed your freewrite, choose your favorite observation (or up to three if they are truly interdependent), and bring all of this work to Thursday’s class. If you’d like, you may write your polished paragraph about this observation, conveying (implicitly or explicitly) your idea from Step 2. 
* Please remember that your 2nd Polished Paragraph Set is due Thursday, 4 February, by 12:30 pm. *

Please turn in a printed copy of this completed worksheet packet with your polished paragraph. Your polished paragraph should be stapled to the top of your packet with “please grade” (or the like) noted clearly, followed by your reflection, and the process work from class and this worksheet. Your polished paragraph should be identified by prompt day and an original title devised to illuminate your work. Please include the paragraph’s word count, as well as correct documentation for any source used in your polished paragraph only (no documentation necessary for exercises because they are “informal” writing, though it’s not a bad habit to do so anyhow). There are no assignment-specific questions you must address in your reflection. Simply consider your polished paragraph in light of one aspect of the five-area assessment, and address anything about your writing process during the week that you think is pertinent.   
Excerpts from Thoreau’s “Walking”
“But the walking of which I speak has nothing in it akin to taking exercise, as it is called, as the sick take medicine at stated hours — as the swinging of dumb-bells or chairs; but is itself the enterprise and adventure of the day. . . . Moreover, you must walk like a camel which is said to be the only beast which ruminates when walking.” (Thoreau, 11)

“In Literature it is only the wild that attracts us. . . . English literature. . . . [holds] plenty of genial love of Nature, but not so much of Nature herself. Her chronicles inform us when her wild animals, but not when the wild man in her, became extinct.” (Thoreau, 38-9)

“In short, all good things are wild and free. There is something in a strain of music, whether produced by an instrument or by the human voice, -- take the sound of a bugle in a summer night, for instance, – which by its wildness, to speak without satire, reminds me of the cries emitted by wild beasts in their native forests.” (Thoreau, 42)

“The Walker in the familiar fields which stretch around my native town sometimes finds himself in another land than is described in their owners’ deeds, as it were in some far-away field on the confines of the actual Concord, where her jurisdiction ceases, and the idea which the word Concord suggests ceases to be suggested.” (Thoreau, 53)

